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corinne.leach@cancer.org 

(404) 329-4453
American Cancer Society, Behavioral Research Center
250 Williams Street
Atlanta GA 30309
EDUCATION

2008-2009
Harvard School of Public Health 



 
Master of Public Health, Quantitative Methods Concentration
2002-2008
University of Kentucky 







Ph.D. in Gerontology 

Dissertation: Development of Cancer Beliefs and Screening Behavior Among Older Appalachian Women
2000-2002 
Villanova University 





Master of Science in Experimental Psychology 
1996-2000
Franklin & Marshall College 




Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
INTERESTS 
Gerontology/aging; cancer survivorship; cancer prevention and control; multiple chronic diseases; health disparities; mixed research methods (specifically quantitative and qualitative); chronic disease self-management interventions
HONORS AND AWARDS

May 2010
Susan B Anthony Aetna Award Winner for Excellence in Research on Older Women, American Public Health Association (APHA) 

October 2010
Fellows Award for Research Excellence, National Institutes of Health

April 2009
Student Poster Award, Honorable Mention, Harvard School of Public Health 

March 2008
New Investigator Workshop, American Society of Preventive Oncology (ASPO)

October 2007
Doctoral Student Poster Award, Public Health Research Day, University of KY

Summer 2007
RAND Summer Institute on Aging Full Scholarship 

2006-2008
NCI Rural Cancer Prevention and Control Pre-doctoral Traineeship
2006-2007
R36 AHRQ Health Services Dissertation Award ($30,000)

2006-2007
American Association of University Women Dissertation Fellowship ($20,000) (declined in order to accept the AHRQ award)

2006-2007
Donovan Scholarship, University of Kentucky ($1500)

April 2006
Lee Presentation Award, 2006 Gerontology Student Mentoring Conference

Spring 2006
Dissertation Enhancement Award, University of Kentucky ($2000)

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
Weaver KE, Leach CR, Leng X, Danhauer SC, Klepin HD, Vaughan L, Naughton M, Chlebowski RT, Vitolins MZ, Paskett E (in press). Physical Functioning among Women 80 Years of Age and Older with and without a Cancer History. Journal of Gerontology: Medical Sciences. 
Westby RP, Berg CJ, Leach CR (in press). Gender, race, BMI, and social support in relation to the health-related quality of life of cancer survivors: a report from the American Cancer Society’s Study of Cancer Survivors II (SCS-II). Quality of Life Research.
Leach CR, Aziz N, Weaver K, Alfano CM, Forsythe LP, Rowland JH (2015). The Complex Health Profile of Long-term Cancer Survivor: Prevalence and Predictors of Comorbid Conditions. Journal of Cancer Survivorship, 9(2), 239-251. 
Alfano CM, Smith T, de Moor JS, Glasgow RE, Khoury MJ, Hawkins NA, Stein KD, Rechis R, Parry C, Leach CR, Padgett L, Rowland JH (2014). An Action Plan for Translating Cancer Survivorship Research into Care. Journal of the National Cancer Institute, 106(11).
Donovan KA, Stein K, Lee M, Leach C, Ilozumba O, Jacobsen PB (2014). A Systematic Review of the Multidimensional Fatigue Symptom Inventory-Short Form. Supportive Care in Cancer, Aug 22 epub.
Portnoy DB, Leach CR, Kaufman AR, Moser RP, & Alfano CM (2014). Reduced fatalism and increased prevention behavior following two high-profile lung cancer events. Journal of Health Communication, 19(5), 577-592.
Dassel KB, Ewen H, Carr D, Manning L, Leach C, Fitzgerald K (2013). What can I do with a doctoral degree in Gerontology? Expanding your options. Gerontology Geriatrics and Education, epub Dec 12.
Forsythe LP, Parry C, Alfano CM, Kent EE, Leach CR, Haggstrom DA, Ganz PA, Aziz N, & Rowland JH (2013). Use of survivorship care plans in the United States: associations with survivorship care. Journal of the National Cancer Institute, 105(20), 1579-1587.
Nichols HB, Sprague BL, Buist DSM, Erwin DO, Leach CR, & Patrick H. (2012). Careers in Cancer Prevention: What You May Not See From Inside Your Academic Department-a Report from the American Society of Preventive Oncology's Junior Members Interest Group. Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers and Prevention, 21(8), 1393-1395.  
Siegel R, DeSantis C, Vrachel.cannady@cancer.orgirgo K, Stein K, Mariotto A, Smith T, Cooper D, Gansler T, Lerro C, Fedewa S, Lin C, Leach C, Spillers Cannady R, Cho H, Scoppa S, Hachey M, Kirch R, Jemal A & Ward E (2012). Cancer Treatment and Survivorship Statistics. CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians, 62(4), 220-241.

Forsythe LP, Alfano CM, Leach CR, Ganz PA, Stefanek ME & Rowland JH (2012). Who Provides Psychosocial Follow-up Care for Post-Treatment Cancer Survivors?: A Survey of Medical Oncologists and Primary Care Physicians. Journal of Clinical Oncology, 30(23), 2897-2905.
Leach CR, Klabunde CN, Alfano CM, Rowland JH & Smith JL (2012). Physician overuse of mammography for older women with a terminal illness. Cancer, 118(1), 27-37. 

Leach CR, Schoenberg NE & Hatcher J (2011). Factors associated with participation in cancer prevention and control studies among rural Appalachian women. Family and Community Health. 34(2), 119-25.
Schoenberg NE, Leach CR & Edwards W (2009). “It’s a toss up between my hearing, my heart, and my hip”: Prioritizing and accommodating multiple morbidities among older adults. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, 20(1), 134-151.

Leach CR & Schoenberg NE (2008). Striving for control: Cognitive, self-care, and faith strategies employed by vulnerable Black and White older adults with multiple chronic conditions. Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology, 23(4), 377-399. 

Leach CR & Schoenberg NE (2007). The “vicious cycle” of inadequate early detection: A complementary study on barriers to cervical cancer screening among middle aged and older women. Preventing Chronic Disease, 4(4).

Gaugler JE, Anderson KA, Leach CR, Smith CD, Schmitt FA, & Mendiondo M (2004). The emotional ramifications of unmet need in dementia caregiving. American Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease, 19, 369-378.

Gaugler JE, Leach CR & Anderson KA (2004). Correlates of resident psychosocial status in long-term care. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 19, 773-780.

Gaugler JE, Leach CR, Clay T & Newcomer R (2004). Predictors of nursing home placement in African-Americans with dementia. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, 52, 445-452.

Gaugler JE, Anderson KA & Leach CR (2003). Predictors of family involvement in residential long-term care. Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 42, 3-26. 

PUBLICATIONS IN PROGRESS/UNDER REVIEW
Leach CR, Bellizzi K, Reeve B, Wilder Smith A, Arora N, Haffer S & Clauser S (in progress). Is it my cancer or am I just getting older? A prospective study of the impact of cancer on age-related health conditions of older cancer survivors.
Leach C, Portier K, Masalovich S, Cannady R, Smith T, & Stein K (in progress). Change in Chronic Conditions Across Time Among Long-term Cancer Survivors. 
Leach CR, Best A, Smith T, Bellizzi K, Stein KD (in progress). Medical, Demographic and Health Belief Predictors of Colorectal Screening among Cancer Survivors. 

Smith, T., Cooper, D., Leach, C., & Stein, K.D. (in progress). Long-term cancer survivors actual and preferred models of care.
Stein, K.D., Kim, J., Portier K, Cannady, R.S., Leach, C., & Smith, T. (in progress). Longitudinal patterns in physical and mental health among long-term cancer survivors.
PRESENTATIONS (selected, most recent)
Troeschel A, Leach CR, Shuval K, Stein K, Wiatrek D, Patel A (July 2015). Prevalence and Correlates of Physical Activity in Post-Treatment Cancer Survivors. Podium presentation at the World Congress of Psycho-Oncology and Psychosocial Academy Workshops, Washington, DC.
Leach, CR (May 2015). Funding and Research Opportunities in Cancer and Aging at the American Cancer Society. Podium presentation at the U13 Conference on Design and Implementation of Intervention Studies to Maintain or Improve Quality of Survivorship for Older and/or Frail Adults with Cancer.
Bellury LM, Leach CR, Pett MA (September 2014). Testing a Model of Older Cancer Survivorship. Podium presentation at the 2014 State of the Science Congress on Nursing Research, Washington DC. 
Leach CR (June 2014). The Impact of Perceived Preparedness for the Transition to Post-treatment Care on Survivorship Outcomes. Symposium presentation at the 2014 Biennial Cancer Survivorship Research Conference, Atlanta GA.
Donovan KA, Stein K, Lee M, Leach C, Ilozumba O, Jacobsen PB (June 2014). Multidimensional Fatigue Symptom Inventory-Short Form: A Systematic Review of Its Psychometric Properties. MASCC/ISOO International Symposium on Supportive Care in Cancer, Miami FL.

Leach CR, Wiatrek D, Troeschel A, Cooper D, Stein K, Cowens-Alvarado R, Smith T, Sharpe K (April 2014). The Cancer Survivor Transition Study: Post-treatment preparedness of cancer survivors. Symposium presentation at the 35th Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, Philadelphia PA.
Leach CR, Best A, Smith T, Bellizzi K, Stein KD (November 2013). Medical, Demographic and Health Belief Predictors of Colorectal Screening among Cancer Survivors. Symposium presentation at the Gerontological Society of America Conference, New Orleans, LA.

Leach CR, Given C (November 2013). Understanding cancer-related symptoms and symptom management through research. Symposium chair at the Gerontological Society of America Conference, New Orleans, LA.
Leach CR (November 2013). The New Era of Quality Cancer Care: The Impact of Psychosocial Oncology on Research, Practice, and Health Policy. Invited presentation at the Know Health Forum, Wroclaw Poland.
Leach CR, Portier K, Masalovich S, Cannady R, Smith T, Stein K. Change in Chronic Conditions Across Time Among Long-term Cancer Survivors. Symposium presentation at the 34th Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Francisco, CA.
Smith, T., Cooper, D., Leach, C., & Stein, K.D. (2013, March). Long-term cancer survivors actual and preferred models of care. Symposium presentation at the 34th Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Francisco, CA.

Stein, K.D., Cannady, R.S., Masalovich, S., Leach, C., Smith, T., & Portier, K. (2013, March).

Longitudinal patterns in physical and mental health among long-term cancer survivors. Symposium presentation at the 34th Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Francisco, CA.

Stein, K.D., Leach, C., Smith, T., Westmaas, L., & Stanton, A. (2013, March). Patterns in well-being and health behaviors among long-term cancer survivors:  Results of the American Cancer Society’s Study of Cancer Survivors (SCS). Symposium presentation at the 34th Annual Meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, San Francisco, CA.
Forsythe LP, Parry C, Alfano CM, Kent EE, Leach CR, Haggstrom DA, Ganz PA, Aziz N, Rowland JH (May 2013). Use of Survivorship Care Plans in the United States: Associations with Survivorship Care. Poster presentation at the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Conference.
Cowens-Alvarado R, Richardson K, Lorig K, Sharpe K, Greenberg J, Leach CR (August 2012). Empowering Cancer Survivors: Applying the Self-Management Model to Cancer Survivorship. Poster presentation at the CDC National Cancer Conference, Washington DC.
Leach CR & Bellizzi K (April 2012). A prospective study of the impact of cancer on health and function of older cancer survivors. Invited oral presentation (by the Cancer SIG and Evidence-based Behavioral Medicine SIG) at the Society of Behavioral Medicine Conference, New Orleans LA.

Leach CR (March 2012). Careers in Cancer Prevention: What You May Not See From Inside Your Academic Department. Invited talk at the American Society of Preventive Oncology Conference, Washington DC.
Leach CR, Aziz N, Alfano, CM, Rowland JH, Weaver K, & Forsythe LP (November 2011). Medical Conditions Before and After Cancer among Long-term Cancer Survivors. Oral presentation at the Gerontological Society of America Conference, Boston MA.
Leach CR (November 2011). Exploring New Career Possibilities in Government and the Non-profit World. Symposium chair (What Can I Do with a Gerontology Degree? Expanding your Options) and presenter, Gerontological Society of America, Boston MA.

Forsythe LP, Alfano CM, Rowland JH, & Leach CR (2011, April). Medical Oncologists and Primary Care Providers Disagree about Psychosocial Follow-up Care in Cancer Survivors. Poster presented at the Society of Behavioral Medicine Conference, Washington, DC.
Leach CR, Alfano CM, Weaver K, Rowland JH (March 2011). Chronic and late effects among long-term cancer survivors by cancer site, age, and race/ethnicity. Poster presented at the American Society of Preventive Oncology Conference, Las Vegas NV.

Portnoy DB, Leach CR, Moser RP, Kaufman AR, & Alfano CM (March 2011). Reduced lung cancer fatalism following a high-profile death: The Peter Jennings Effect. Poster presentation at the American Society of Preventive Oncology Conference and the NCI Multilevel Interventions in Health Care Conference, Las Vegas NV.
Leach CR, Klabunde C, Alfano CM & Rowland J (November 2010). Overuse of mammography among primary care physicians: Factors associated with recommending mammography to older women with a terminal comorbidity. Oral presentation at the American Public Health Association Conference, Denver CO.
Leach CR, Klabunde C, Alfano CM & Rowland J (April 2010). Specialty Differences in Primary Care Physicians’ Age and Comorbidity-Specific Recommendations for Breast Cancer Screening. Poster presentation at the Society of Behavioral Medicine Conference, Seattle WA.

Weaver K, Alfano CM, Leach CR, Rowland JH, & Aziz N (March 2010). Cancer screening among long-term survivors of breast, prostate, colorectal, and gynecological cancers. Poster presentation at the American Society of Preventive Oncology Conference, Bethesda MD.
Leach CR (November 2009). Breast Cancer Screening Consistent with Breast Cancer Risk According to Menopausal Status and Body Mass Index. Poster presentation at the Gerontological Society of America Conference, Atlanta GA.
Leach CR (April 2009). Predicting mammography status according to menopausal status and body mass index. Poster presented at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) 2009 Poster and Exhibit Day. Boston MA.
Leach CR, Schoenberg NE & Jacobs-Lawson J (November 2007). Striving for control: Cognitive, self-care, and faith strategies employed by vulnerable Black and White older adults with multiple chronic conditions. Poster presentation at the Gerontological Society of America Conference, San Francisco CA.

Leach CR (June 2007). Influence of health beliefs on cancer screening practices among older women from Appalachian Kentucky. Poster presented at the Academy Health Annual Research Meeting, Orlando FL.
Leach CR & Hatcher J (March 2007). Factors Associated with Participation in Cancer Prevention and Control Studies Among Rural Appalachian Women. Poster presented at the American Society of Preventive Oncology Conference, Houston TX. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (most recent)
2013-present
Adjunct Assistant Professor



Behavioral Sciences and Health Education, Rollins School of Public Health



Emory University

· Mentor Master’s and Doctoral level students on their theses and dissertations; providing data for their use when possible; mentoring publication development
· Supervising Emory REAL interns
2011-present
Director, Cancer and Aging Research


Behavioral Research Center, American Cancer Society

· Actively participate in the development of scientific ideas, analysis, write-up and presentation of high quality behavioral oncology research
· Datasets: SEER-MHOS linked dataset; Studies of Cancer Survivors (SCS QX3); Studies of Cancer Survivors 2 (cross-sectional dataset); Follow-up Care Use Among Survivors Study (FOCUS)
· Co-Principle Investigator of the Cancer Survivor Transition Study

· Coordinated the ACS/ASCO Breast Cancer Survivorship Care Guideline

· Content coordinator of the 2016 Biennial Cancer Survivorship Research Conference and conference coordinator for the 2014 Biennial Cancer Survivorship Research Conference; co-sponsor organizations include ACS, NCI, LiveSTRONG, and CDC

· Co-investigator on the chronic disease self-management program of cancer survivors feasibility study
· Contribute to the objectives of National Cancer Survivorship Resource Center collaborative agreement with the CDC
2009-2011
Cancer Prevention Fellow 
Office of Cancer Survivorship, National Cancer Institute 
· Analyzed data from national databases (e.g., National Health Interview Survey) and NCI-sponsored studies (e.g., National Survey of Primary Care Physicians’ Cancer Screening Recommendations and Practices, Follow-Up Care Use and Health Outcomes of Cancer Survivors Study)

· Took the lead on 3 team projects leading to conference abstracts and manuscripts for publication; collaborating with team as co-author on multiple projects 

· Developed future research agenda for the Office of Cancer Survivorship Working with the director and program directors 
· Planning activities for the 2010 Biennial Cancer Survivorship Research conference with researchers, scholars, and cancer advocates from multiple Institutes and organizations
2006-2008
NCI Pre-doctoral research fellow

· Dissertation research: Development of Cancer Beliefs and Screening Behavior Among Older Appalachian Women
· Conducted in-depth interviews, qualitative coding and analysis
· Communicated findings through presentations and publications to researchers, students, and community members
2006-2008
Qualitative research and coding group: Multiple morbidities project.

· Advisor: Dr. Nancy Schoenberg, Department of Behavioral Science, University of Kentucky

· Worked as a team to develop a valid qualitative coding strategy
·  Communicated findings through presentations and articles
2005-2006
Research Assistant: Cancer and the Stress Process
· Advisor: Dr. Nancy E. Schoenberg, Department of Behavioral Science, University of Kentucky 
· Data management and cleaning
2004-2005
RCTF Research Fellow: Research on cancer knowledge and cancer beliefs in older rural women

· Advisor: Dr. John Watkins, Graduate Center for Gerontology, University of Kentucky 

· Developed research protocols, conducted pilot studies

2003-2004 
Project Coordinator: The Comprehensive Support Protocol: Psychological Support for Lung Cancer Caregivers
· Advisor: Dr. Joseph Gaugler, Department of Behavioral Science, University of Kentucky
· Created and implemented an organizational tracking system of large, longitudinal grant; quality control

· Trained and managed project staff (undergraduate and graduate students)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Spring 2006
Adjunct Faculty, Department of Psychology, Transylvania University                                                                                          Course taught: “PSY 1004: General Psychology,” one section

Fall 2005
Adjunct Faculty, Department of Psychology, Transylvania University                                                                                          Courses taught: “PSY 1004: General Psychology,” two sections

Spring 2004 
Co-Instructor SW642: Psychosocial Aspects of Aging, graduate level course 


University of Kentucky, Department of Social Work

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2009
Program Evaluation of Public Health Programs course through the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and Harvard School of Public Health

· Worked as a consultant with another MPH student and a CDC officer on the De-Lead Delaware Program for the Latin American Community Center to develop an evaluation plan as a group 

2001–2002  
Instituted weekly program at a senior living community in Havertown, Pa

· Importance of remaining physically, mentally and socially active as we age, following goals of NIH Strategic Plan for 2001-2005 

2001

Family Based Services, Central Montgomery MH/MR Center

· Individual and family therapist, case management services
MANUSCRIPT REVIEWER
Journal of the National Cancer Institute; Journal of Geriatric Oncology; The Gerontologist; Cancer; Psychology and Aging; Preventing Chronic Disease; Chronic Illness 
LEADERSHIP/COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS (most recent)
2014-present
Member, Cancer and Aging Research Group

2014-present
Chair, Research on Cancer and Aging Interest Group, Gerontological Society of America 

2012-2013
Co-chair, Research on Cancer and Aging Interest Group, Gerontological Society of America

2009-2011
Fellows Advisory Board, Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program, NCI 


* elected co-chair 2010-2011 

2009-2010
Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program Representative to the NIH Fellows Committee (Felcom), National Institutes of Health 

2007-2008
Elected president Sigma Phi Omega, Gamma Mu Chapter

Gerontology Honor Society, University of Kentucky

2004-2006 
Behavioral and Social Sciences Student Representative

Gerontological Society of America, Student Organization

